Computed tomography with craniopharyngiomas: a review.
A retrospective study of the computerized tomographic (CT) examinations of 20 children and 13 adults with craniopharyngiomas was undertaken, with special attention paid to the densitometric characteristics of the tumors (contrast enhancement and presence of cysts and calcifications). The aim was to quantify these characteristics and to assess their diagnostic reliability, both alone and together. In suprasellar tumors al three characteristics were present in 75% of the cases, with a diagnostic accuracy of 100%; two were present in 20.6%, with a diagnostic accuracy of 85%; and one was present in 3.4%, with a diagnostic accuracy of 50%. The unusual densitometric presentations of intrasellar tumors are discussed.